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categories under the same hierarchy and its improvement in
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Abstract: The Thesaurus of Modern Chinese (TMC) involves 78, 000 words and 8.3 semantic items.
Laid out by five levels of semantic categories, there got 9 categories under the first level, 62 under the
second level, 515 under the third level, 2, 076 under the fourth level and 12,613 under the fifth level in
TMC. A scientific thesaurus should contain both rather good longitudinal relationship, which mainly
presents the relationship of covering and being covered between hyponym and hyponym, and contain
rather good latitudinal relationship, which mainly presents the collocation relationship among semantic
categories and the corresponding relationship among semantic distribution of polysemous words. The
latitudinal relationship has got some presentations somewhere in TMC and is worthy of further
exploration and perfection.
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